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	Potts Corner to Heysham Dock (11c 5) 
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	Draft Recommendations:

	Overview:

Defence will continue to be provided to the power station and port, whilst elsewhere to the south, works are not expected to be economically justified.  This lack of intervention elsewhere will not compromise defence of the power station itself. By managing risk to Heysham Power station the majority of the social objectives are met. By allowing the frontage to the south to evolve naturally, the intertidal and maritime cliff habitats are maintained and sediment is released to the down drift frontages maintaining beach levels to provide a level of natural defence.

	Location
(Policy Unit)
	Draft Policy and Approach (from 2010)
	Justification 

	
	0-20 years
	20-50 years
	50-100 years
	Social
	Environmental
	Economic

	5.1
	Potts Corner to Heysham Power Station
	No Active Intervention –

Limited defences present, allow natural processes to continue. However localised private defences may be permitted subject to consent.
	No Active Intervention –

Limited defences present, allow natural processes to continue. However localised private defences may be permitted subject to consent.
	No Active Intervention –

Limited defences present, allow natural processes to continue. However localised private defences may be permitted subject to consent.
	Frontage is primarily high ground so no significant coastal flood risks, and limited assets at risk of erosion.
	No Active Intervention will result in naturally functioning sustainable coastline. Erosion of the low cliffs will provide sediment to the upper foreshore on the down drift frontages
	Defences can not be justified on an economic basis, however this would not preclude private local defence management subject to consent if required.

	5.2
	Heysham Power Station and Heysham Dock
	Hold the Line – 
Manage flood and erosion risk by maintaining existing defences to an adequate standard.
	Hold the Line –

Manage flood and erosion risk by maintaining and improving existing defences to an adequate standard.
	Hold the Line –

Manage flood and erosion risk by maintaining and improving existing defences to an adequate standard.
	Manages risk to Heysham power station and Docks, associated infrastructure and employment area. 
	Manages risk to Heysham power station and Docks. Defences will continue to control the position of the offshore channels maintaining stability on neighbouring frontages.
	Hold the Line policy justified by high value of assets at risk.

	Key assumptions made during development 
The protective influence of the Heysham promontory on the frontage immediately to the south is expected to remain unchanged into the long term.
The defence standards provided to manage flood risk to the Power Station will need to consider its expected life and the uncertainty introduced by future rates of sea level rise and flood interaction from adjacent frontages.
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	Predicted Implications of the Draft Policies being Adopted in this Location:

	Time period from 2010
	Property and population
	Land use, infrastructure and material assets
	Amenity and recreational use
	Historic environment
	Landscape character and visual amenity
	Earth heritage soils, and geology
	Water
	Biodiversity, flora and fauna

	0-20 years


	· Manages risks to Heysham 


	· Managed risk to infrastructure and material assets (including Heysham Power Stations, the Port of Heysham and associated infrastructure)

· Increasing localised erosion of agricultural land as the condition of existing defences deteriorates 


	· Increasing erosion risk to the coastal fringes of a number of tourist caravan parks along the frontage. 


	· No known significant impacts on the historic environment 

	· No designated landscapes within this scenario area.  

	· No known impacts on earth heritage, soils or geology. 

	· Potential changes to shellfisheries off the coast due to changes in sediment patterns and increased areas for spawning - impact uncertain at this stage.


	· Potential loss of intertidal habitat within and outside of designated conservation sites where holding the line. 

· Potential impacts on the Morecambe Bay SPA, Ramsar, SAC & SSSI due to coastal squeeze– awaiting agreement of conclusions of Appropriate Assessment (AA) - impact uncertain.    

· Natural migration of intertidal habitats inland, adjacent to designated conservation sites where No Active Intervention. 

· Natural retreat of maritime cliffs and slopes (BAP habitat) to the north of Potts Corner. 

	20-50 years


	As above
	As above
	As above
	As above
	As above
	As above
	As above
	As above

	50-100 years


	As above
	As above
	As above
	As above
	As above
	As above
	As above
	As above


	Impact colour key
	· Positive
	· Neutral
	· Negative
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	DRAFT ACTION PLAN

	Action
	Action Ref
	Action Description,
(to be approved)
	Potential source for funding
(subject to approval)
	Responsibility 
(lead partner)
	When by 

(subject to funding)

	1. Studies for policy area
	1.1
	
	
	
	

	2. Studies for Policy Units:


PU 5.1
	2.1
	Determine responsibility for maintenance of defences at Heysham and discuss approach to ensure SMP policies are delivered
	n/a
	EA
	2015

	3. Strategy
	3.1
	Need for strategy, taking into account environmental constraints to be discussed with defence owners / maintainers.
	n/a
	EA
	2015

	4. Scheme Work
	4.1
	To be defined through actions in items 2.1, 3.1
	Private?
	EA
	ongoing

	5. Monitoring (Data Collection)
	5.1
	Undertake beach and coastal defence asset monitoring in conjunction with Cell 11 Regional Monitoring Strategy to inform strategy and future SMP reviews
	EA
	EA
	ongoing

	
	5.2
	Environmental monitoring of designated conservation sites to provide baseline data for future Habitat Regulations Assessments
	NE
	NE
	ongoing

	6. Asset Management
	6.1
	Maintenance of defences including management of public access
	private
	Owners
	

	7. Communication
	7.1
	Undertake consultation with key stakeholders and general public during strategy development (if required)
	EA
	EA
	

	
	7.2
	Monitoring and management of Action Plans to ensure SMP policies are put into practice
	n/a
	EA
	ongoing

	8. Interface with Planning and Land Management
	8.1
	Ensure Shoreline Management Plan policies and flood and erosion risks are accounted for in the next revisions of land use plans in order to help manage residual risks from flooding and erosion.
	n/a
	LCC
	ongoing

	
	8.2
	Ensure flood and erosion risks are accounted for in planning decisions to aim to reduce the need to manage flood risk in future.
	n/a
	LCC
	ongoing

	9. Emergency Response
	9.1
	Development, monitoring and review of emergency response plans to prepare for over design standard events.
	n/a
	LCC
	ongoing

	10. Adaptation/Resilience
	10.1
	Develop a planning policy to allow roll-back of caravan parks on eroding cliffs in order to manage the erosion risk and adapt to the changing coast in Policy Unit 5.1 Requires consultation between planning authority and property owners
	EA (Defra)
	LCC
	2015

	11. Flood Forecasting and Warning
	11.1
	Continue with improvements to flood risk maps and inundation modelling to provide improved flood warning service.
	EA
	EA
	ongoing

	12. Habitat Creation and environmental mitigation
	12.1
	In conjunction with other Policy Areas in Morecambe Bay, and in consultation with Natural England develop improved estimates of potential coastal squeeze losses and gains of intertidal habitat within and adjacent to the internationally designated sites in long term, taking account of SMP policies.  This is needed to inform future Habitats Regulations Assessments for strategies and the next revision of the SMP. 
	EA
	EA
	2015

	NB Activities from SMP will be carried forward into medium term plans and carried out on a priority basis, subject to funding and approval.  n/a = activity is part of authorities general duties, not funded through flood and erosion risk management routes.
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