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Press Release

Working together to tackle coastal change on the Fylde

Blackpool, Fylde and Wyre Councils are working with the North West England and
North Wales Coastal Group, the Environment Agency and other organisations fo plan
the best way to manage the changing coastline, now and for future generations. And
your help is needed to make sure that the plans are realistic, suitable and achievable.

The Fylde Coast is changing, it always has and it always will. Climate change and
rising sea levels will increase the risk of flooding and erosion to the coast, affecting the
places where people live, work and play. A new pian is being produced which
considers different ways to manage the coast and we want your views on the
suggestions that have been made.

The plan proposes investment in Fylde Borough to maintain the current level of
defence along the main populated coastline of Lytham St Annes. This could require
building work to be carried out fo develop sea defences that will keep the current
coastline the same. Other, less populated, stretches could be the subject of managed
realignment where an economic case to invest in defences may be harder to make.

Councillor David Eaves, Cabinet Member for Environmental Wellbeing at Fylde
Borough Council said: “Erosion and increased tide levels pose a risk of flooding to our
populated areas. These risks may not present themseives for another 50 to 100 years
but we must act now and make provisions to decrease the impact. It is vital that people
have their say on the Shoreline Management Plan to make sure their views about their
homes, businesses and interests are represented”

Blackpool has invested millions in tc its sea defences and the plan reflects this
suggesting only that the current level of defence is maintained.

Coungillor Maxine Callow, Cabinet Member for Tourism and Regeneration at
Blackpool, said: “These plans cover the whole of the Fylde Coast and will build on how
our landscape changes in the future. We must protect ourselves from the climate
changes and thankfully our investment into sea defences has dealt with this well.”

Wyre's coastline is varied and has been changing shape with the multi-million pound
sea defence project at Cleveleys. Investment will continue over the coming years and
the Shoreline Management Plan will provide a framework for future projects to link in
to.

Councillor Vivien Taylor, Living Places Portfolio Holder for Wyre Borough Council, said:
"Wyre is very enthusiastic about these long term plans which will effectively protect our
communities against coastal flooding.

“They underpin the investment we have already made in coastal defences, not least of
all the award-winning Cleveleys project.”







