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Copeland Borough Council
Whitehaven Commercial Park
Moresby Parks

Whitehaven

Cumbria CAZ28 8YD

Tel: 0845 054 8600

Fax: 01946 85 29 65

Website: www.copeland.gov.uk

LEISURE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Date: 15" January 2010
Our Ref: DB/SMP/01
Direct Dial: 01946 593048

Email: David.Bechelli@copeland.gov.uk

Dear Sir,

RE: SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLANS — SELKER TO ESKMEALS ~ PREFERRED
POLICY OF NO ACTIVE INTERVENTION

I am writing to you to invite you to get involved in the consultation of the revised Shoreline
Management Plan (SMP) which is taking place until 14™ February 2010. Although this
covers the coast from Great Ormes Head in North Wales to the Scottish border, | would
like to draw your attention to the section that covers Selker to Eskmeals.

The preferred policy for this section of the coast is that of “no active intervention”, which
would allow natural erosion of the coast to continue. The policy does allow for some basic
maintenance of private defence, where they exist, providing this would not have an
adverse affect on sediment movement and coastal processes.

However, the policy states that no new defences should be built once existing defences
fail. It also states that there is no economic justification for building new defences at Stubb
Place. This may lead to the loss of isolated properties -and the road at Stubb Place.
Previous studies have indicated that diverting the road in land would cost less than
constructing new defences.

One of the proposed actions coming out of the SMP is for Cumbria Highways and/or the
Ministry of Defence to commission a study to consider the timing and viability of realigning
the highway at Stubb Place and to prepare for coastal changes.

Because of the implications-of the SMP review on your organisation, it is vital that you get
involved with the consultation process. The best way to get involved is to visit the North
West England and North Wales Coastal Group website on:

http://mycoastline.org

Continued... ... ...




Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me either on the above
humber or by e-mail.

Yours faithfully

David Bechelli
Flood and Coastal Defence Engineer




Dear Resident,

RE: Public Consultation on Plans to Manage the Shoreline from Selker
to Eskmeals

[ am writing to you let you know that the North West England and North Wales
Coastal Group (made up of Local Authorities, the Environment Agency,
Natural England and others) has produced a draft plan which sets out how the
coast will be managed over the next 100 years (called the Shoreline
Management Plan 2).

This draft plan is currently out for consultation and it is important that you
understand and have your say on what it suggests for your area.

For the Selker to Eskmeals area, no active intervention has been suggested
in the draft plan. This means that existing defences will not be maintained. Do
you think that this is appropriate? Do you have any evidence or information
that could influence the suggested policy?

The best way to get involved and find out more information is on the North
West England and North Wales Coastal Group website on
www.mycoastline.org.

You can also have get involved by attending an event has been arranged on
26" January at the Solway Resource Centre at Silloth from 19.00 to 20.30.
The programme is likely to be as follows:

19.00 to 19.15  Arrival and coffee

19.15t0 19.30 Presentation by the consultants, Halcrow

19.30 t0 20.00 Questions and answers

20.00 t0 20.30 Opportunity to look at exhibition materials and ask mdnndual
questions

if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me either on the
above number or by e-mail.

Youré faithfuily

David Bechelii
Flood and Coastal Defence Engineer




Dear Clir,

INVITATION TO A WORKSHOP ABOUT HOW TO MANAGE THE
CHANGING COAST IN YOUR AREA :

Shoreline Management Plans (SMPs) identify the best way to manage our
changing coast over a long period of time, taking into consideration the social,
environmental and economic effects of different ways of protecting
communities and land against coastal flooding and erosion.

SMPs provide evidence and guidance for Local Authorities, the Environment
Agency and other organisations to help them plan the best way to lock after
their coast and consider risks from the coast whilst planning development.

We are currently consulting on the draft Shoreline Management Plan and we
want your input. You can find the draft SMP2 at www.mycoastline.org or a
paper copy in the Members Room.

To help you find out more about the plans and to give you the opportunity to
ask questions and have your say we are holding a workshop on 11th
February 2010 at Muncaster Castle, Muncaster, Cumbria. The meeting will
be between 7pm and 9pm.

If you would like to attend the meeting please reply to this letter by either
contacting myself or writing to North West England and North Wales Coastal
Group, cfo Fiona Crayston, Blackpool Council, Westgate House, Squires Gate
{ ane, Blackpooi, FY4 2TS.

We want to make sure that as many peoples views as possible are
represented at the workshop — please feel free to forward this on to anybody
who you think might be interested but please be sure to ask them to register
by contacting myself or Fiona (as above). :

Many thanks and we hope to see you there.

Yours faithfully

David Bechelli
Flood and Coastal Defence Engineer




EXE 220909
Item 15
SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLANS (SMPs)

EXECUTIVE MEMBER: Portfolio Holder - Councillor Allan Holliday

LEAD OFFICER: Acting Head of Leisure and Environmental Services -
Cath Coombs
REPORT AUTHOR: Flood and Coastal Defence Engineer - David Bechelli

Summary and Recommendation:

This report is to advise Members of the review of the Shoreline Management
Plan and the imminent public consultation stage.

Recommendation:

It is recommended that Members note the process to date and support the public
consultation process outlined in section 1.5.




1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 BACKGOUND

A Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) is a high level strategic document for
management of the coastline. Although it is non statutory, it is necessary o
support the application for grant aid from the Environment Agency for coastal
defence schemes. As a strategic planning document it ties in with the Local
Development Framework with both documents taking account of each other.

The first generation of SMPs were developed in the late 1980°s. These SMPs
provide a large scale assessment of the risks associated with coastal processes
and present a long term policy framework to reduce these risks to people and the
built, histonc and natural environments in a sustainable manner. The SMPs are
high level documents that form an important element for the strategy for flood
and coastal erosion risk management and for the development of coastal
defence policies.

The Copeland coast is currently covered by two of the first generation SMPs,
which are split based on coastal features rather than demographic boundaries.
The first covers the coast from Walney Isle to 5t. Bees Head and the second St.
Bees Head to the Scottish Border. These plans were formally adopted by
Copeland Borough Council in 1998,

The current SMPs are being reviewed by consultants on behalf of the North West
and Morth Wales Coastal Group, which is a parinership between the maritime
local authorities in Morth West England and Morth Wales and the Envircnment
Agency. All the SMPs in the North West are being reviewed concurrently.

1.2 SHORELINE MANAGEMENT REVIEW

The second generation Shoreline Management Plans (SMP2s) will set coastal
defence policies for three time periods:

« (to20years short term
« 20 to 50 years medium tem
« 5010100 years long term

Faor each of these periods one of four policies will be selected for each length of
the coast:

advance the line

hold the line

no active intervention
managed realignment




As part of the review the SMP2 boundaries have been amended from the first
generation SMP. The revised boundanes aim to reflect natural coastal
processes rather than coastal features. There are still 5 SMPs that cover the
Morth West and Morth Wales coastline. This section of coast has been
designated as Cell 11, with 5 Sub-Cells, split as follows:

Sub-Cell | Extent of Coastline

11a Great Ormes Head to Southport
11b Southport to Wyre Estuary

11c Whyre Estuary o Hodbamow Point
11d Hodbarrow Point to 5t. Bees Head
11e Si. Bees Head fo Scotiish Border

Each Sub-Cell represents a different Shoreline Management Plan. With the
changes made, there are now three different SMP2s that cover the Copeland
coastline. Itis likely that one SMP will be produced for the whole of Cell 11
covering all 5 Sub-Cells.

1.3 SMP2 PROCESS TO DATE

The development of SMP2 has 6 main stages, with the approximate timescales
indicated below:

SMP Stage | Timescale Activity

Stage 1 January 2008 - Scope the SMP
May 2008

Stage 2 June 2008 - Assessments to Support Policy Document
December 2008

Stage 3 January 2009 - Policy Development
September 2009

Stage 4 October 2009 - Public Examination
December 2008

Stage 5 January 2010 - Finalise Plan
May 2010

Stage 6 June 2010 Plan Dissemination
Onwards

Stage 1 was the informafion gathering stage, where existing documents and
historical data on the coastline were collated.

Stage 2 was the assessment of this information in order to formulate the SMP
policies.







