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13/01/2010 - Working together to tackle
coastal change in Allerdale

Plans for eafeguarding the Cumbrian coastline will be
revealed at a public mesting later this manth.

Allerdale Borough Coundl is working with the Maorth Weast
England and Morth Wales Coastal Group, the Environment
Agency and other organisations to plan the best way to
manage the changing coast in north and west Cumbria, now
and for future generations.

Coastline

View full aze orging| T

Mambers of the public are invited to fnd out more and
comment on the new Morth West England Shoreline Management Plan, which has been drafted to deal
with the efiects of chmate change. The main issues to be discussed are:

= Managing flzod and erosion risk to important commercial ports, residential areas and the associated
infrastructure (including the raiway)

= Allowing dliffe fo erode naturally to provide sediment to local beaches

= Protecting intemationally important habitats for plants and wildi#e, and creating new habitats to make
up for those lost through shoreline management elsewhere

= Assessing areas where erosion could lead to old mine waste being exposed.

Councillor Sam Standage, Allerdale Borough Gouncil's Executive member with responsibility for
Emvironmental Protection and Climate Change, said: “People’s lives can be dramatically affected by the
devastating impacts of climate change, such as the increased fsk of flooding and coastal erosion. It is
vital that people have their say on the Shoreline Management Plan to make sure that their views about
their homes, businesses and interests are represented.”

Pete Fox, Flood and Coastal Risk Manager for the Environment Agency North West, said: *It's really
impartant that local communities work with the Emvironment Agency, Local Authorities and others to
produce the Shoreline Management Flans and Coastal Erosion Risk Maps. This will ensure we all get
the best possible cutcomes for people and the emvironment in Allerdale and beyond.”
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Under the proposed plans, many areas along the Cumbrian coast will be allovred to change naturally in
the long term, including stretches between Workington and Siddick and from Maryport to Silloth. Thes
will enable sediment to move around and build up beaches, which benefits plant and wildie and
provides protection elsewhers.

Sections of the coastal road betwesn Maryport and Silloth, such as at Dubmill Point, may need to be
miwved in the fulure to allow the coast to change naturally.

People can find out more at the pubbc meeting which takes place at the Solway Coast Discovery
Centre, Silloth, on Tuesday 28 January, from Tpm to B.30pm. They can also fillin a consultation
response form, to give theirviews on the Shoreine Management Plan, by visiting the My Coastline
website.

Amyone wishing to attend the meeting should register their interest with Fiona Crayston by emailing
smp2i@mycoastine.org

ENDS
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EXE 220909
Item 15
SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLANS (SMPs)

EXECUTIVE MEMBER: Portfolio Holder - Councillor Allan Holliday

LEAD OFFICER: Acting Head of Leisure and Environmental Services -
Cath Coombs
REPORT AUTHOR: Flood and Coastal Defence Engineer - David Bechelli

Summary and Recommendation:

This report is to advise Members of the review of the Shoreline Management
Plan and the imminent public consultation stage.

Recommendation:

It is recommended that Members note the process to date and support the public
consultation process outlined in section 1.5.




1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 BACKGOUND

A Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) is a high level strategic document for
management of the coastline. Although it is non statutory, it is necessary o
support the application for grant aid from the Environment Agency for coastal
defence schemes. As a strategic planning document it ties in with the Local
Development Framework with both documents taking account of each other.

The first generation of SMPs were developed in the late 1980°s. These SMPs
provide a large scale assessment of the risks associated with coastal processes
and present a long term policy framework to reduce these risks to people and the
built, histonc and natural environments in a sustainable manner. The SMPs are
high level documents that form an important element for the strategy for flood
and coastal erosion risk management and for the development of coastal
defence policies.

The Copeland coast is currently covered by two of the first generation SMPs,
which are split based on coastal features rather than demographic boundaries.
The first covers the coast from Walney Isle to 5t. Bees Head and the second St.
Bees Head to the Scottish Border. These plans were formally adopted by
Copeland Borough Council in 1998,

The current SMPs are being reviewed by consultants on behalf of the North West
and Morth Wales Coastal Group, which is a parinership between the maritime
local authorities in Morth West England and Morth Wales and the Envircnment
Agency. All the SMPs in the North West are being reviewed concurrently.

1.2 SHORELINE MANAGEMENT REVIEW

The second generation Shoreline Management Plans (SMP2s) will set coastal
defence policies for three time periods:

« (to20years short term
« 20 to 50 years medium tem
« 5010100 years long term

Faor each of these periods one of four policies will be selected for each length of
the coast:

advance the line

hold the line

no active intervention
managed realignment




As part of the review the SMP2 boundaries have been amended from the first
generation SMP. The revised boundanes aim to reflect natural coastal
processes rather than coastal features. There are still 5 SMPs that cover the
Morth West and Morth Wales coastline. This section of coast has been
designated as Cell 11, with 5 Sub-Cells, split as follows:

Sub-Cell | Extent of Coastline

11a Great Ormes Head to Southport
11b Southport to Wyre Estuary

11c Whyre Estuary o Hodbamow Point
11d Hodbarrow Point to 5t. Bees Head
11e Si. Bees Head fo Scotiish Border

Each Sub-Cell represents a different Shoreline Management Plan. With the
changes made, there are now three different SMP2s that cover the Copeland
coastline. Itis likely that one SMP will be produced for the whole of Cell 11
covering all 5 Sub-Cells.

1.3 SMP2 PROCESS TO DATE

The development of SMP2 has 6 main stages, with the approximate timescales
indicated below:

SMP Stage | Timescale Activity

Stage 1 January 2008 - Scope the SMP
May 2008

Stage 2 June 2008 - Assessments to Support Policy Document
December 2008

Stage 3 January 2009 - Policy Development
September 2009

Stage 4 October 2009 - Public Examination
December 2008

Stage 5 January 2010 - Finalise Plan
May 2010

Stage 6 June 2010 Plan Dissemination
Onwards

Stage 1 was the informafion gathering stage, where existing documents and
historical data on the coastline were collated.

Stage 2 was the assessment of this information in order to formulate the SMP
policies.







