Blackpool Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) Consultation Event

15th December 2009, Savoy Hotel, Blackpool

Notes

Present: 
Andy Parsons, Halcrow



Fiona Crayston, Blackpool Council



Jo Marriner, Environment Agency



Carl Green, Wyre Council



Lee Swift, Environment Agency



Andy Shore, Environment Agency


Stakeholders including Elected Members, Civic Trusts and landowners, members of public

CG welcomed all and introduced the evening

The members of the project team introduced themselves

AP gave a presentation and then asked for general questions.

Would the new Cleveleys scheme be able to withstand a 1 in 1000 event like the Cumbria floods?

CG stated that it has been designed to a 1 in 200 event in 50years time so up to a 1 in 500 event there would be overtopping but it would give quite good protection. It is worth noting that the Cumbria event was a 1 in 1000 event but could happen again.

ATL is rare but it has already been done in Wyre and Blackpool. What impact assessment has been done for those?

AP said that at each level in of coastal planning there is an environmental assessment which has much more detail in the studies at scheme level than is contained in the assessments in the SMP.

Is the SMP going to help people who are at risk of flooding and have difficulty getting insurance. 

CG stated that if a property has 1 in 75 year protection they should be able to get insurance. Schemes now give greater protection than that so it should help but really the insurance companies take it as a business decision.

AP added that the SMP doesn’t look at the standard of protection, that will start to be looked at in the strategies and probably wouldn’t be finalised until a scheme is designed.

To what extent is fluvial flooding looked at in the SMP?

AP stated that the fluvial flooding is covered in a Catchment Flood Management Plan which is taken into account in the SMP as it was written before it.

CG split the group into tables of geographical areas where a representative from the project team was available to answer more specific questions.

