Lancaster Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) Consultation Event

8th December 2009, Lancaster House Hotel

Notes

Present: 
Andy Parsons, Halcrow



Adam Davidson, Halcrow



Ged McAllister, Lancaster City Council



Fiona Crayston, Blackpool Council



Carl Green, Wyre Council



Jonathon Croft, Environment Agency



John Lymer, Environment Agency



Jo Marriner, Environment Agency



Stakeholders including Parish Councillors, Landowners and Residents 

Associations and members of the public

GM welcomed all and gave a short background to the process so far.

The members of the project team introduced themselves.

AP gave a presentation and then asked for general questions.

How much say do we have in determining the shape of the coastline?

GM stated that whilst everybody has a chance to influence the shape of the coastline they are not able to control it.

Can the presentation be put on the website?

If the consultation is ongoing until the 14th February is there another meeting?

GM stated that if there is a desire by groups to have separate meetings this could be arranged later. Meetings have been arranged with Bolton Le Sands PC 4th January, Sunderland Point 6th January and Thurnham Moss 12th January.

What does NAI mean and where is it coming from?

AP stated that there are many areas of the coast that are not defend at the moment and it is appropriate to continue with this.

GM added that not everyone’s demands can be met with public funding as there are grant criteria which are looked at nationally, so often in rural areas there is not enough benefits to build defences.

Where are the cost benefits in the draft document?

AP stated that the detailed information is in the appendices which shows what the damages are expected to be over the next 100 years and the outlining the costs.

Are you willing to lose habitats to turn the land back to saltmarsh? Previously landowners have been encouraged to give land over for barn owl habitat and other habitats.

JC stated that the details of the protected habitats that may be present at the moment will be looked at in the Strategies before any MR takes place.

What compensation is there?

GM stated that there is no compensation at the moment as there is no statutory right to coastal defence. However areas of MR may be slightly different, this again will be looked at in more detail in the studies and strategies which will take place before MR.

Is it true that one of the key drivers for MR is to acquire intertidal habitat?

JC stated that in the North West it is not a big driver as overall saltmarsh and beach areas around the coast are not eroding at present.

It was stated that some of the defences put up in the last 20 years have increased the habitat.

Is there any correlation with the SMP and the new Coastal Access Legislation?

GM stated that there is no direct correlation but Natural England who are looking at Coastal Access are well aware of the SMP and have been asked to comment on it.

Is there any money for short term measures while the studies and strategies are being undertaken? 

GM stated that applications would still have to go through the same national process as all coastal defences. Money is a real problem and we have national policies that we have to follow so realistically the chance of money is small.

What is the point in the meeting if the plan can not be influenced?

GM stated that all views would be passed onto the project team for consideration and there will be a report written by the consultant stating how views were taken into consideration so this is your best opportunity to influence the plan.

How can we plan ahead in our businesses when there is no certainty given by the plan?

GM stated that whilst this point was appreciated it is difficult for us to be more certain at this stage in the planning process as the policies will need to be looked at in more detail at a strategy level before they are implemented.

GM split the group into tables of geographical areas where a representative from the project team was available to answer more specific questions.

