Wirral Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) Consultation Event 

Specific Comments Raised

This is a summary report of the specific questions and points that attendees raised whilst in the individual breakout sessions at this meeting. If you feel that your question or point has not been noted, please contact Fiona Crayston at smp2@mycoastline.org  All relevant comments will be considered as part of the SMP review.  

Residents at Macdona Drive, West Kirby 
Wanted copies of Dee Estuary mapping and also wanted to know what the policies were for their frontage. 
Explained that 0-20, 20-50 HLT and then 50-100 NAI with private maintenance permissible. 
Offered to send copies of maps - now done. 

RFDC member - questioned the management practice of vegetation removal from the foreshore in front of North Parade, Hoylake
Explained how the beach management activities had come about at that location due to public and political pressure & were subject to NE approval.
Alex Williams form Dee Wildfowlers - expressed opinion about sea level rise and loss of habitat suitable for wildfowling within the Dee Estuary. Noted possible locations for Managed Realignment on Welsh side of estuary but understood the conflicts with landowners over loss of land to provide habitat.

Representative from the Wirral Society - wanted to thank organisers for a well promoted consultation event 

Member of Public - wanted to know how the SMP deals with carbon emissions, in particular increased travel by air. Explained that SMP does not deal with carbon footprint reductions however policies and Action Plan address the issues caused by Climate Change. Member of Public also complained about Summer Music Festival at Thurstaston which has been given approval.

Members of Wirral Society -questioning why the NAI policy had been chosen for Thurstaston Cliffs. Explained that there was no change of policy here and that the Cliffs were designated as SSSI, not just because of the environmental features but also because their eroding nature is of geological importance.

Residents of Shore Road, Caldy & Members of Caldy Golf Club - many questions about headline policy of NAI. Concerns that headline will result in blight of their property and also concerns that furure SMP reviews will use NAI as a starting point for policy definition and find it difficult to move back to HLT.
Chris Davies requested a separate meeting to further discuss the issues around NAI / HLT for the policy unit 5.7, which would be attended by reps from Caldy GC, Shore Road Residents and Dee Sailing Club. 
Agreed to arrange meeting in the New Year. 

Representative from Royal Liverpool Golf Club - asked for explanation of the proposed policies for 5.10. 
Explained that the NAI proposal had further definition that was linked to proposals in the Action Plan - around future monitoring and Flood Risk.
Explained that maintenance of dune area would be allowed under the NAI and that the policy proposes a review if the results of the proposed monitoring indicate a reversal of the accretion trend to erosion.
Rep also queried some recent dune maintenance activities which had increased windblown sand onto the course - passed through to Ranger Services.

Request for copies of mapping from Hoylake Resident - done. 

Wirral Wildlife Trust

For the area at Shorefields there are clay cliffs and the policy of HTL may not be appropriate as small slips in the cliffs give rise to a botanical interest on the cliff top where the colonising plants are of interest. Currently there are gabion baskets along the toe which protect the cliffs from the sea but do not prevent the slips. The area on the beach is a SSSI but this does not include the cliffs.

There are proposals for the Mersey Coastal Park which include a jetty to be built at Rock Ferry Pier. However the proposal is fairly small scale.

In policy unit 11a 5 the wording in the overview box seems contradictory. In one sentence it says there is ‘little to be gained by localised MR’ but further on it states ‘incorporating areas of MR’

